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A Message from the President
Ted Smithwick, PE, M.ASCE, ASCE AZ

Were you unable to attend the Kaibab Trail
Suspension Bridge Historic Landmark
Dedication at the Grand Canyon in
February? That’s ok: we’re bringing the
event to you on Wednesday, June 12 at the
Phoenix Branch Luncheon – I hope to see
you there!

You’ll be seeing emails this month on voting
for various ASCE positions – please
participate!

How to Save Someone’s Life

This article is based in part on the Radiolab
Podcast Episode How to Be a Hero)

As engineers, we’re striving to design and
construct projects that are safe and
efficient. As citizens, family members, and
fellow human beings, we’re tasked with
listening to and helping others… but are we
tasked with saving someone’s life?
Maybe… but maybe not. Saving someone’s
life is a two-step process that involves
having the propensity to help and the
opportunity to help. My thoughts are here:

1.) Take a CPR or First Aid Course.
There are a number free, online courses
available on this website. If you can spare
even a matter of minutes, you may find
some useful tools that could help you in an
emergency situation.

http://www.wnycstudios.org/story/how-be-hero
https://www.onlinecprcertification.net/
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1112062459584&ca=8b42fac9-361a-47e6-8b3d-35658797577e


June 12
Phoenix Branch Luncheon
Southern Arizona Branch Luncheon

June 13-15
SEAoA 53rd Anniversary Convention
and Conference

June 27
Phx YMF Annual Cornhole
Tournament Committee First
Planning Meeting

September 13
2019 ASCE/ASHE Annual State
Conference Arizona's Infrastructure:
Making the Grade

September 30
Northern Arizona Branch Golf
Tournament

For more information visit the Calendar.

2.) Join www.bethematch.org. Joining
means volunteering to be listed as a
potential blood stem cell donor, ready to
save the life of any patient in need of a
transplant. When I joined several months
ago, I was shocked how simple and fast the
process was. Because of the genetic
complexity of matching donors to patients, it
could be weeks, month or years before
you’re contacted to donate – it also means
you could be one of several potential
matches, or you could be their ONLY
match.

3.) Learn the Heimlich. What makes the
Heimlich Maneuver particularly special is
that it is accessible to everyone.

4.) Have a “high-rise” plan. Researchers
found that emergency workers took 3
minutes, on average, to reach patients
below a building’s third floor, but an
average of nearly 5 minutes to reach
patients on the third floor or above. If you
live or work in a building on the third floor
or above, assign someone to escort
emergency workers through locked lobby
doors and have elevator doors open and
ready to go when they arrive.

5.) Be ready. What would you do? There’s an entire TV show dedicated to this question
entering its 14th season this fall: how ordinary people behave when they are confronted with
dilemmas that require them either to take action or to walk by and mind their own business.
You never know when you might be on the show!

I hope you have a great summer. Thank you for reading.

August 2019 – My Thoughts on ASCE
September 2019 – Thank you
October 2019 – Breanna Connolly Takes Over the President’s Message

http://www.azsce.org/calendar/
http://www.bethematch.org
https://www.mayoclinic.org/first-aid/first-aid-choking/basics/art-20056637


Phoenix Branch News and Updates
Stephanie Templeton, PE, Vice President, Phoenix Branch

Recap of May Luncheon

This month we had a very animated
presentation with Paul Basha, PE, PTOE,
Transportation Director for the City of
Scottsdale. Paul has more than forty years
of experience as a transportation planner
and traffic engineer, approximately one-
half with each the public and private



Paul Basha, PE, PTOE, Transportation Director
for the City of Scottsdale

sectors. Paul presented an annotated
history of the transportation decisions in
Scottsdale and East Phoenix over the past
50 years. He also discussed the CIP and
upcoming Scottsdale street projects
planned for the next three years. We had
a great turnout, with over 65 people in
attendance.

June Luncheon
Grand Canyon’s Kaibab Trail Suspension Bridge: A National

Historic Civil Engineering Landmark

Date: June 12th, 2019

Location: McCormick Ranch Golf Club
7505 E McCormick Pkwy, Scottsdale, AZ 85258

Time: 11:30 AM to 1 PM

Speaker: Dr. Jonathan Upchurch, P.E., PTOE

Summary: The Kaibab Trail Suspension Bridge – at the bottom of the
Grand Canyon – was completed in 1928. Even today, the bridge (along with a companion
bridge one-half mile downstream) serve as the only means to physically cross the Colorado
River anywhere between Navajo Bridge and Hoover Dam, a distance of 340 miles.

The bridge is historically noteworthy from a civil engineering standpoint; on February 23,
2018 it was named by the American Society of Civil Engineers as a National Historic Civil
Engineering Landmark. Built in a remote location with incredibly difficult access through
rugged terrain, the 440 foot long bridge was designed to carry foot traffic, horses and mules
and was made of components that could be carried down into the Grand Canyon by man or
mule. Forty-two men, mostly members of the Havasupai Tribe, carried each 550 foot long,
2,300 pound, suspension cable seven miles down the twisting and tortuous South Kaibab
Trail.
For more information contact Laura Spencer.

Advance registration required.

**There is no luncheon meeting in July**

2019 Sponsorship
Opportunities in the Phoenix

Branch

Would you like to have your company
advertised at all ASCE meetings? We have
many different sponsorship opportunities
ranging from $100-$1000 for the
upcoming year: 

Student Sponsorship

Leadership Opportunities in
the Phoenix Branch

The Branch leadership team is looking for
a Social Media Chair. The anticipated time
commitment is approximately three hours
per month. If you are interested, contact
President Laura Spencer.

mailto:l.spencer@tencategeo.com
mailto:l.spencer@tencategeo.com


YMF Member Sponsorship

Luncheon Sponsorship 

And more!

For more information on sponsoring,
please contact Vice President Stephanie
Templeton.

Southern Arizona Branch - SARSEF Awards
Deirdre W. Brosnihan, PE, CFM, Community Service Chair, Southern Arizona Branch

ASCE SAB Excellence in Civil Engineering Award

Many of you are likely familiar with SARSEF, the Southern Arizona Research Science and
Engineering Fair. For over 10 years the Southern Arizona Branch has volunteered as
sponsor award judges and awarded the ASCE SAB Excellence in Civil Engineering Award to a
6th, 7th and 8th grade project. The projects are selected based on their demonstration of
scientific method, creative problem solving and critical thinking skills which exemplify
engineering. There is a cash prize of $150 per project, paid from the scholarship funds
generated by raffle ticket purchases over the course of the year. This year Deirdre
Brosnihan, P.E. and Jay Alexander, P.E. represented ASCE SAB as the sponsor award
judges at SARSEF on March 7, 2019. They had a difficult task of narrowing down all of the
impressive projects to just one project per grade level that showed the creativity and problem
solving skills that exemplify engineering. Ultimately the 3 projects selected for the award were:
 

6th Grade            

Saturnino Pajkos             
“How high is the water, Mama?” A flood warning system for canyons

 
7th Grade        

Clayton Albright               
ECO-CRETE Can we build using recycled materials?

 
8th Grade        

Chelsea Ema Harmon    
Super Siphon

 
Saturnino, Clayton and Chelsea were invited, along with a parent/guardian, to attend our April
10, 2019 luncheon where they would receive formal recognition on their SARSEF projects
and receive the cash prize. It’s been a tradition over the last few years to make fun super-
sized checks for each of the award winners with the cash envelopes fastened to the back. All
three students were able to attend the luncheon and brought along their SARSEF displays.
ASCE SAB members spent time before and after the presentation talking with the students
about their projects. Our speaker for the luncheon was Dr. Larry Mays, a professor in the
Civil, Environmental, and Sustainable Engineering Group in the School of Sustainable
Engineering and the Built Environment at Arizona State University. Dr. Mays presented on the
topic of Ancient Water. 

mailto:stempleton@gfnet.com








Register to Play Online. Click Here!

Sign Up for Sponsorships Online. Click Here!

Questions? Contact Kayla Fleishman @ 702.401.0205

Phoenix Branch YMF News
Steven Raisor, President, Phoenix Branch YMF

Salt River Tubing
June 22, 2019

Phx YMF Upcoming 2019-2020
Executive Board Elections

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ega38zxp093da779&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eg9rm4tueacd3e18&oseq=&c=&ch=
mailto:kfleishman@swiaz.com


It's getting hot in the land of the sun again,
so it's time to be in the water when you're
outdoors! Come out and float the Salt
River with the YMF crew! 
 
When: Saturday, June 22, 2019, 9:00am
 
Where: Meet at Parsons 
1050 W Washington St
Tempe, AZ 85281
Carpool to and from
Salt River Tubing
 
Cost: $10 for tube rental. 
 
If you have any questions about this YMF
Social event, please contact Ryan Brown
at 602-329-8123

It's that time of the year again, elections
for the Phx YMF Executive Board. If you
are interested in running for a position for
the 2019-2020 Board, email your bio and
the position you'd like to run for to Andrew
Moreno. 

Positions include:
- Secretary
- Treasurer
- Vice President 

2019 Annual Fundraising Cornhole Tournament Save The Date &
1st Planning Committee Meeting

mailto:Ryan.Brown@burgessniple.com
mailto:amoreno@aztec.us


Mark your calendars for the 2019 YMF Fundraising Cornhole Tournament! This annual
tournament helps fund YMF's upcoming year of monthly meetings, technical tours, community
and educational outreach events and much more! The tournament may not be until October
but planning for the event is starting now. If you've ever wanted to get involved in all the
behind the scenes work that goes into this annual event, or want to help out again, the first
tournament committee planning meeting is June 27th, 6:00PM at Angel's Trumpet Ale House
(2339 N. 44th Street Phoenix, 85008). If you have any questions about the tournament or
helping with the planning committee contact Andrew Moreno, 602-659-9309.

Government Update

Bridge Improvements to I-15 Bridges

Starting on May 29, 2019 Arizona will need to budget extra travel time over the next year as the
Arizona Department of Transportation improves the decks of three bridges through the Virgin River
Gorge between St. George, Utah, and Mesquite, Nevada. Crews will resurface the decks of Bridge No.
2 and Bridge No. 5, while Bridge No. 4 will get a new deck. Completing this $6.4 million project, which
is scheduled to wrap up in spring 2020, will require reducing the width of travel lanes to 10 feet during
construction. All vehicles and loads wider than 10 feet will be required to use a 224-mile detour. Along
with other improvements ADOT has made to I-15 bridges in recent years, this work will extend the
lives of bridges along this busy corridor for commercial and passenger travel.

mailto:amoreno@aztec.us


The Arizona Civil Engineer is a publication of the Arizona Section of ASCE.

Information published in the newsletter must be consistent with ASCE Arizona Section Board policy.

Looking for a Civil Engineering-related Job?

Interested in Becoming an Annual Corporate Sponsor?

http://www.azsce.org/classifieds/open-positions/
mailto:communications@azsce.org
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